President's  Perspective 

A  look  at  seminary  education  from  200  feet  below  sea  level. 


I  have  yet  to  meet  a 
newspaper  reporter  nor 
has  the  phone  ever  rung 
while  I  have  been  drifting 
through  the  corals." 


The  world  awaiting  us  on  the  backside  of  the  surface  of  the  ocean  is  one  that  teems  with  ancient  and 
modern  mysteries.  Taking  us  out  of  the  element  in  which  we  can  move  and  act  in  a  normal  pattern, 
exploration  of  the  depths,  like  space  travel,  presents  its  own  set  of  dangers.  The  mystery  and  the  danger  of 
probing  those  mysteries,  together  with  the  sheer  multi-colored  beauty  found  beneath  the  roll  of  the  sea's 
surface  at  depths  of  10  feet  to  200  feet,  is  the  combined  influence  that  beckons  those  like  the  President  of 
this  institution  to  see  how  long  they  can  stay  and  how  deep  they  can  dive  into  the  briny  depths. 

Scuba  diving  is  one  of  those  enticements  that  offers  moments  of  electrifying  suspense,  such  as  when 
an  object  like  a  great  white  shark  or  a  barracuda 
suddenly  floats  through  your  underwater  domain,  as  f~ 
well  as  precious  relaxation.  I  have  yet  to  meet  a 
newspaper  reporter  nor  has  the  phone  ever  rung  while  I 
have  been  drifting  through  the  corals. 

One  of  the  perils  of  the  deep  is  a  condition  that 
instructors  call  "becoming  narced."  This  condition, 
technically  known  as  nitrogen  narcosis,  takes  its  name 
from  "narcotics"  since  it  has  something  of  the  same 
effect  that  alcohol  or  some  other  drug  might  have  on  an 
individual.  It  occurs  at  differing  depths  for  different  people,  and 

the  depth  at  which  it  happens  for  any  individual  is  not  predictable  on  a  specific  dive.  Consequently,  divers 
are  constantly  instructed  never  to  dive  alone.  When  one  is  "narced,"  the  diver  suddenly  has  a  feeling  of 
unbelievable  euphoria.  All  sense  of  danger  vanishes,  and  the  diver  suddenly  senses  that  he  is  in  a 
wonderfully  free  world  in  which  he  literally  can  do  anything  he  wants.  When  this  condition  occurs,  the 
accompanying  diver  must  get  hold  of  the  affected  diver  and  bring  him  up  a  few  feet.  Normally  a  rise  of 
only  five  or  10  feet  will  be  enough  to  alleviate  the  condition  and  return  the  stricken  diver  to  enough 
normalcy  to  make  the  ascent  slowly  to  the  top,  leaving  further  adventure  to  another  day. 

When  I  was  going  through  diving  school,  my  classmates  and  I  wanted  to  know  immediately  from  the 
teacher  what  kind  of  behavior  would  show  us  that  a  "buddy"  was  "narced."  With  a  grin  from  ear  to  ear, 
the  instructor  said,  "Well,  if  he  removes  his  mouthpiece  and  offers  it  to  a  shocked  passing  grouper,  you 

will  know  that  he  is  not  himself." 

My  scuba  instructor  was  unusually  thorough. 
When  it  came  time  to  make  our  qualifying  dive,  he 
chose  an  old  rock  quarry  in  which  the  visibility 
was  about  the  span  of  two  fingers  directly  in  front 
of  our  masks.  Beyond  that  distance,  we  could  not 
see  anything.  The  only  comfort  I  had  was  that  I 
knew  there  was  no  way  he  could  ever  find  me 
down  there,  since  nobody  else  could  see  either. 
That  conclusion  turned  out  to  be  a  mistake.  About 
halfway  through  the  dive,  somebody  grabbed  my 
mask  from  behind  and  ripped  it  off  my  face. 
Before  I  could  blubber  a  protest,  he  had  also  stolen 
my  mouthpiece.  This  procedure  was  part  of  the 
test  to  see  if  I  could  find  my  mouthpiece,  get  it 
back  in,  cleanse  it,  begin  breathing  once  again,  and 
finally  locate  my  mask,  which  in  this  particular  case  wasn't  much  good  anyway.  On  later  occasions, 
however,  I  was  thankful  that  my  instructor  had  been  as  thorough  as  he  was. 

All  of  the  above  is  a  pretty  fair  parallel  to  seminary  life.  On  a  regular  basis  we  receive  an  infusion  of 
new  potential  preachers  and  missionaries,  who,  like  divers,  have  found  even  the  imperiling  waters  of  the 
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Willing  To  Pay  The  Ultimate  Price 


Students  take  Gospel  overseas  where  persecution  is  intensifying. 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Missionary  Graham  Staines  and  his  two  sons,  Philip  and  Timothy,  were  sleeping  in  their  jeep  in  the 
Indian  jungle  village  of  Monoharpur,  about  600  miles  southeast  of  New  Delhi,  when  members  of  a  radical 
Hindu  group  broke  out  the  vehicle's  windows  and  doused  it  with  gasoline  before  setting  it  ablaze. 

The  grisly  murder  January  23,  1999,  of  Staines,  a  native  Australian,  and  his  two  young  sons,  ages  10 
and  6,  is  only  one  horrific  example  of  the  brutal  persecution 
that  Christians  are  increasingly  facing  throughout  the  world. 

The  Voice  Of 
The  Martyrs 
(VOM),  a  non- 
profit, 

evangelical,  non- 
denominational 
organization, 
reports  in  its 
monthly 

publication  that  in 
Sudan,  believers 
have  been  sold 
into  slavery, 
physically 

mutilated  Alumnus  Shannon  Scott  teaches  native  pastors  in  Baroda,  India 

deliberately  starved,  and  even  crucified;  in  Saudi  Arabia, 
Christians  have  been  arrested,  tortured,  and  beheaded;  in 
Egypt,  Christian  girls  have  been  kidnapped,  raped  and  then 
forced  to  marry  their  attackers;  in  Pakistan,  Christians  have 
been  tortured  in  prison,  attacked  on  the  streets,  and  had  their 

homes  destroyed  by  mobs;  in  Russia,  Christian  schools  have  been  seized  and  shut  down  by  police;  and  in 
China,  Christian  church  leaders  continue  to  be  sentenced  to  long  prison  terms  in  harsh  labor  camps. 
It  is  estimated  that  more  followers  of  Christ  have  died  for  their  faith  in  the  20th  century  than  in  the 
19  previous  centuries  combined.  A  1997  United  States  Department  report 

identifies  more  than  60  countries  where  Christians  face  the  reality 
of  massacre,  rape,  torture,  mutilation,  family  division, 
harassment,  imprisonment,  slavery,  discrimination  in 
education  and  employment,  and  even  death. 

The  bloody  road  through 
World  A 

Keith  Eitel,  director  of  Southeastern's 
Center  for  Great  Commission  Studies,  says 
the  10  Southeastern  students  and  their 
families  who  returned  at  the  end  of  May  from 
a  two-year  missionary  stint  in  Southeast  Asia 
risked  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  Christ  on 
more  than  one  occasion. 

"The  road  through  World  A  is  going  to  be 
a  bloody  road,  and  we're  already  beginning  to 
see  it  happen,"'  says  Eitel.  "Missionaries  are 
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Native  missionary  Hosea  suffered  a  broken  arm  in  the  attack- 
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going  to  pay  for  it,  some  with  blood,  but  the  people  who  really  are  going  to  be  asked  to  pay  for  their 
acceptance  of  Christ  with  their  blood  are  going  to  be  the  nationals  who  become  believers." 

Thirty  percent  of  the  world's  population,  numbering  1.7  billion  people,  currently  have  little  or  no 
access  to  the  Gospel,  according  to  statistics  monitored  by  the  International  Mission  Board.  Known  as 
World  A  or  the  10/40  Window,  this  vast  region  is  sandwiched  between  an  area  10  degrees  north  and  40 
degrees  north  of  the  equator.  The  region  spans  from  the  shores  of  West  Africa  to  Japan. 

When  Southeastern  deploys  its  fifth  international  church  planting  class  later  this  summer,  the 
seminary  will  have  44  student-family  units  serving  in  Central  Asia.  More  Southeastern  students  are 
scheduled  for  deployment  to  Central  Asia  in  2000  and  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  in  200 1 . 

Eitel  says  that  in  the  wake  of 
recent  danger  experienced  by  (  ~~ 

Southeastern  students  in  Southeast  ™  ...  the  people  who  really  are  going  to 

Asia  he  is  changing  his  student  be  asked  to  p      f  Qr  their  acceptance  of 

recruiting  strategy,  four  years  after  ~,       ,  ,  . 

pioneering  the  first  church  planting  Chr,st  W,th  the,r  blood  are  9°™9  *© 

be  the  nationals  who  become 

believers." 


Indian  pastor  is  interviewed  by  local  media  following  attack. 


//  /'?  *  --f  JiT^^      program  on  foreign  soil  conducted  by  a  Southern 

Baptist  seminary  in  conjunction  with  1MB. 

For  students  considering  the  master  of  divinity 
with  international  church  planting  program,  Eitel  has 
one  question:  "Are  you  willing  to  die  for  Jesus?" 
"The  kind  of  places  we're  sending  you,  you  may  be 
asked  to  die  for  Jesus.  Are  you  ready  for  that?  If  you 
are,  the  program  will  help  facilitate  you  being  in  the 
trenches.  But  if  you're  not  ready  to  face  that,  you 
may  need  to  look  at  another  program." 

Eitel  cites  an  e-mail  he  received  March  17  from 
one  of  the  students  serving  in  Southeast  Asia  as  an 
example  of  the  dangers  Christians  encounter  in  areas 
hostile  to  the  Gospel  and  how  those  experiences  strengthen  a  believer's  faith  in  a  sovereign  God: 

"Going  through  this  was  the  most  traumatic  period  of  my  life,  Dr.  Eitel.  The  previous  40  hours  were 
spent  in  anticipation  and  fear.  God's  presence  was  never  closer,  though,  and  his  chastening  hand  was  all 
over  me.  He  showed  me  how  much  I  loved  my  life.  I  was  forced  to  seriously  consider,  if  worst  came  to 
worst,  whether  I  would  think  it  was  a  fair  price,  and  be  satisfied  to  die  this  way  when  I  could  be  home 
with  my  parents,  family,  and  friends.  It  was  as  if  God  was  calling  my  bluff,  seeing  if  the  reality  was  really 
there  behind  all  the  words  I  had  been  saying  all  along.  It  caused  me  to  really  see  that  there  are  some 
things  that  are  worth  more  than  even  life,  and  that  I  would  be  willing  to  trade  my  life  for.  The  Kingdom  of 
God  is  one  of  those,  and  to  see  it  advance  among  the  A  people  is  worth  10,000  lives." 

In  another  World  A  region,  a  group  of  Southeastern  Seminary  students,  alumni  and  staff  witnessed 
first-hand  the  effects  of  Christian  persecution  in  late  October  and  early  November  while  participating  in  a 
pastors'  conference  in  Baroda,  India.  The  group  was  part  of  a  leadership  team  attending  the  conference 
organized  by  Alpha  Ministries,  an  evangelical  missions  organization  based  in  Gujarat,  India.  Nearly  600 
native  pastors  and  church  leaders  attended  the  conference. 

Finny  Mathews,  a  master  of  divinity  student  at  Southeastern  and  a  native  of  India,  brought  the  group 
to  assist  him  and  his  father  with  their  church  planting  ministry  in  northern  India.  Shannon  Scott,  a 
Southeastern  alumnus  and  pastor  of  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C.;  Bill  Bennett,  the 
seminary's  chaplain;  and  Rodney  Baker,  a  Southeastern  alumnus  and  pastor  of  Buffalo  Baptist  Church  in 
Buffalo  Junction,  Va.,  accompanied  Mathews  on  the  trip. 
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Homeschooling  —  SEBTS  style 


Parents  return  to  the  basics  by  fostering  a  Christian  worldview. 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Help  a  child  memorize  the  entire  periodic  table,  and  he's  mastered  the  permanent  arrangement  of 
chemical  elements  according  to  their  atomic  numbers.  Teach  a  child  the  multiplication  system,  and  equip 
her  with  an  automatic  calculator  ready  to  crunch  numbers  with  split-second  efficiency. 

But  is  this  really  what  education  is  all  about? 

Not  so,  say  some  Southeastern  Seminary  parents  who  are  home-schooling  their  children  to  equip 
them  with  a  Christian  worldview. 

Convinced  that  all  knowledge  must  be  understood  in  light  of  the  study  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
God,  these  parents  say  that  a  correct  understanding  of  God  as  Creator  and  Sustainer  is  foundational  for  a 
complete  education. 

Within  a  Christian  worldview,  children  understand  math, 
chemistry,  physics,  earth  science,  and  biology  as  the  study  of 
what  God  made  and  the  order  by  which  it  now  exists.  History 
is  interpreted  in  the  context  of  God's  sovereignty  and 
providence. 

But  for  many  seminary  families,  the  decision  to  home 
school  is  as  much  about  what  it  shields  their  children  from  as 
what  it  offers  them. 


"This  is  probably  one 
of  the  most  important 
para-church  endeavors 
in  America  today." 


Neutrality  vs.  Christian  worldview 

Robbie  Neiman,  a  May  1999  master  of  divinity  graduate,  says  what  he  witnessed  in  the  public 
schools  as  a  substitute  teacher  reinforced  his  decision  to  home  school  his  children. 

While  a  seminary  student,  the  former  elementary  school  teacher  and  principal  worked  as  a  substitute 
teacher  at  the  local  middle  school  and  high  school  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

Neiman  says  the  vulgarity,  profanity  and  utter  lack  of  respect  for  authority  he  observed  in  the  school 
hallways  during  class  changes  is  not  the  environment  he  wanted  for  his  two  pre-teen  daughters.  "Is  this 

what  I  want  my  child  to  be  exposed  to  five  times  a 
day,  five  days  a  week?  I'm  appalled  at  what  I  am 
hearing  and  what  I  am  seeing  and  what  is  going  on," 
says  Neiman. 

Neiman  says  the  public  schools'  efforts  to 
neutralize  God  in  the  classroom  has  ushered  in  a 
humanistic  philosophy  that  is  an  affront  to 
Christianity.  "Anything  that  is  neutral  is  obviously 
against  God,"  says  Neiman.  "No  matter  how  much 
we  want  to  hope  or  believe  that  it's  going  to  be  on  a 
neutral  basis,  it's  not." 

Joana  Simmers,  a  seminary  student's  wife  and 
mother  of  two  from  Cartersville,  Ga.,  agrees.  She 
says  that  providing  a  classical  Christian  education 
for  her  children  at  home  equips  them  to  discern 
accurately  right  from  wrong.  A  classical  Christian 
education  is  founded  on  the  biblical  concepts  of 
knowledge,  understanding  and  wisdom.  From  these 
concepts  originated  the  secular  classical  education  methods  of  gathering  information  (grammar  phase), 
assembling  that  information  (logic  phase)  and  then  applying  the  understanding  of  that  information 
(rhetoric  phase). 

Simmers  describes  one  of  her  homeschooling  joys  as  listening  to  her  1 1-year-old  son,  Benjamin, 
discuss  how  the  virtues  and  vices  of  historical  figures  have  shaped  our  country. 

HOMESCHOOLING  continued  on  next  page 


Sarah  Lama  instructs  son,  Jonathan,  10 
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"A  Christian  worldview  is  so  vital  these  days  with  the  moral  corruption  in  this  country,"  she  says. 

Paige  Patterson,  president  of  Southeastern  Seminary  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  says  an 
education  void  of  a  biblical 
worldview  is  incomplete.  "All 


"Is  this  what  I  want  my  child 
to  be  exposed  to  five  times  a  day, 
five  days  a  week?  I'm  appalled  at 
what  T  am  hearing  and  what  I  am 
seeing  and  what  is  going  on." 


truth  is  God's  truth,"'  Patterson 
writes  in  an  essay  entitled, 
Johnny 's  Teacher:  The  Problem 
and  The  Solution.  "The 
discovery  of  truth,  whether 
scientific,  mathematical, 
philosophical,  historical,  or 
theological,  is  the  discovery  of 
the  ways  and  orderings  of  an 
omnipotent,  omniscient  and  benevolent 
God." 

Patterson  explains  his  point 
further  by  writing:  "You  see,  a  little 
biology  and  physiology  assist  me  in 
understanding  my  Bible  and  building 
my  theology.  Now  I  understand  why 
God  said  'the  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  the 
blood,'  and  now  I  know  why  we  are 
cleansed  by  'the  precious  blood  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.' " 

Conviction  over 
convenience 

John  and  Becky  Brown  say  their 
decision  to  home  school  their  six 
children  has  been  both  selfish  and 
sacrificial. 

Some  people,  however,  might 
question  John  and  Becky's  sanity,  as 
James,  16,  Tom,  13,  Greg,  1 1,  Anna,  7, 
and  Charlotte,  5,  all  study  at  home 
while  two-year-old  Andrew  runs 
underfoot. 

"For  me,  it's  really  selfish,"  says 
John,  a  retired  naval  officer  who  is 
currently  pursuing  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  at  Southeastern  Seminary.  "I 
want  to  be  the  one  to  have  the  joy  of 
seeing  my  children  accomplish  things." 

As  mother-teacher,  Becky 
patiently  divides  her  time  between  her 

children  during  homeschooling  hours.  John  attends  classes  full  time  and  works  a  part-time  job  from  his 
home  so  that  he  can  have  a  part  in  his  children's  education. 

"We  wanted  them  to  have  a  Christian  education,"  says  Becky.  "We  wanted  to  be  able  to  teach  them 
principles  that  we  find  in  God's  Word." 

John  and  Becky  say  they  consider  the  money  they've  spent  during  the  past  1 1  years  teaching  their 
children  at  home  the  best  investment  they  could  ever  make.  "They  are  devout  guys,"  John  describes  his 


two  oldest  sons.  "They  have  confronted  God  for  themselves  and  found  Him  to  be  faithful.  Their  education 
has  merely  supplemented  that." 

A  study  by  the  National  Home  Education  Research  Institute  (NHERI)  revealed  that  home-school 
parents  spend  an  average  of  $546  per  child  on  homeschooling  each  year.  The  study  showed  that  parents 
are  also  more  likely  to  buy  a  computer  to  facilitate  the  education  process. 

"We  are  willing  to  make  the 

 ^      sacrifice  because  of  the  overwhelming 

conviction  that  we  as  parents  are 
responsible  for  presenting  our  children 
to  the  Lord,"  John  says. 

The  Browns  are  just  one  of  nearly 
100  Southeastern  Seminary  families 
who  have  chosen  to  educate  their 
children  at  home. 

Patterson  says  that  if  he  were 
rearing  his  children  today,  he  would 
home  school  them  "for  the  sake  of 
relationship,  academic  accomplish- 
ment, safety,  and  Christian 
commitment." 

"This  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
important  para-church  endeavors  in 
America  today,"  says  Patterson. 

As  public  schools  become 
increasingly  intolerant  of  the  biblical 
worldview  while  schoolyards  erode  into 
war  zones,  more  and  more  Christian 
parents  are  taking  their  children's 
education  into  their  own  hands. 

Homeschooling  on 
the  rise 

Across  the  country,  an  increasing 
number  of  parents  are  choosing  to 
home  school  their  children.  According 
to  the  Home  School  Legal  Defense 
Association  (HSLDA),  an  estimated  1.5 
million  children,  about  2  percent  of 
school-age  children,  were  home 
schooled  in  the  United  States  during  the 
1997-98  school  year.  This  figure  is 
increasing  at  a  rate  of  about  15  percent 
each  year.  As  recently  as  1 980, 
homeschooling  was  illegal  in  30  states, 

 and  not  until  1993  did  it  become  legal 

in  all  50  states. 

In  light  of  the  results  released  in  March  from  the  most  comprehensive  study  ever  conducted  on 
homeschooling  in  the  United  States,  parents  seem  to  be  making  the  grade  as  teachers  as  well. 

Larry  Rudner,  a  leading  statistician  and  measurement  expert  at  the  University  of  Maryland, 
researched  the  demographic  characteristics  and  scholastic  achievement  of  20,000  home  school  students 
and  discovered  that  children  taught  by  their  parents  scored  significantly  higher  on  standardized  tests  than 
public  and  private  school  students. 

HOMESCHOOLING  continued  on  next  page 
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In  the  study,  home  school  students  were  evaluated 
according  to  the  Iowa  Test  of  Basic  Skills,  a  test  that  is 
nationally  recognized  as  an  examination  norm  and  used  by 
many  public  and  private  schools  throughout  the  country. 

Michael  Farris,  founder  and  president  of  the  HSLDA, 


m 


Joana  Simmers  with  Benjamin,  1 1 ,  and  Katie,  7. 

says  the  study's  findings  speak  for  themselves.  "Young 
home-school  students  test  one  grade  level  ahead  of  their 
counterparts  in  public  and  private  schools,"  says  Farris.  "As 
they  progress,  the  study  shows  that  home  schoolers  pull 
further  away  from  the  pack,  typically  testing  four  grade  levels 
above  the  national  average  by  eighth  grade." 

Still,  homeschooling  critics  say  children  taught  at  home 
are  missing  out  on  learning  experiences  that  can  only  come 
with  a  classroom  education  such  as  socialization  skills 
fostered  in  group  discussions  or  team  activities. 


Home  School  Legal 
Defense  Association 

www.hslda.org 

Association  of  Classical 
and  Christian  Schools 

www.accsedu.org 


H.I.M.  makes  the  difference 

But  that's  not  the  case  for  families  involved  in 
Southeastern's  homeschooling  support  group,  Homeschoolers 
In  Ministry  (H.I.M. ),  says  Brown.  Established  in  1997  as  an 
official  seminary  organization,  H.I.M.  provides  a  network  of 
homeschooling  families  at  the  seminary  who  share 
curriculum  and  materials  as  well  as  educational  and 
extracurricular  activities. 

Myra  Steadman,  H.I.M.'s  chairperson,  says  the  seminary 
provides  opportunities  not  available  to  most  homeschooling 
families.  The  Ledford  Center  gym  houses  basketball  clinics, 
science  fairs,  karate  classes,  and  other  activities. 

Southeastern's  music  department  affords  home  schoolers  the  opportunity  to  have  a  handbell  choir. 

A  study  conducted  by  the  NHERI  of  more  than  5,400  home  schoolers  showed  that  98  percent  of 
home-schooled  children  are  involved  in  two  or  more  outside  activities  such  as  athletics,  4-H,  scouts,  field 
trips,  or  church  activities. 

Simmers  says  the  seminary  experience  provides  homeschooling  students  educational  opportunities 
they  would  miss  in  the  public  school.  She  says  her  children's  exposure  to  seminary  students  from  places 


Students  taught  at  home  by 
mothers  who  never  finished  high 
school  scored  55  percentile  points 
higher  than  public  school  students 
from  families  of  comparable 
educational  backgrounds. 

71%  of  home-school  parents 
customize/design  their  instruct- 
ional materials  to  suit  the  needs 
of  their  children,  the  family's 
lifestyle  and  applicable 
government  regulations. 

53%  of  home  schoolers  visit  a 
library  at  least  once  or  twice 
a  month. 

85.6%>  of  home-school  families 
own  a  computer.  83.7%  say  their 
children  use  it  in  their  education. 

On  average  home-school  students 
were  engaged  in  5.2  activities 
outside  the  home. 

94%  of  home-school  students 
spend  less  than  three  hours  per 
day  watching  TV.  and  videos. 

38%  of  public  school  students 
spend  less  than  three  hours  per 
day  watching  TV.  and  videos. 

69%'  of  home  school  graduates 
pursue  post-secondary  education. 

71%  of  public  school  graduates 
pursue  post-secondary  education. 

Websites  of  Interesti 


National  Home 
Education  Research  Institute 

www.nheri.org 


il]u(Jl-i1  in  [his  study. 


such  as  Kenya,  Romania  and  Nigeria  cannot  be  duplicated  in  a  textbook. 

For  her  children,  "Kenya  will  never  be  just  some  place  on  the  map,"  says  Simmers.  "Kenya  will  be 
where  (Southeastern  Seminary  student)  Nicholas  Muted  is  from." 

The  Mosaic  admonition 

Southeastern  professor  David  Lanier  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  say  homeschooling  their  10-year-old  son, 
Jonathan,  has  allowed  them  to  practice  the  educational  methodology  described  in  Deuteronomy  6: 1  - 1 2. 

Visit  the  Lanier  home  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and  1 :30  p.m.  and  you'll  see  the  Mosaic 
admonition  of  Deuteronomy  6:6-7  in  action:  "And  these  words  which  I  command  you  today  shall  be  in 
your  heart.  You  shall  teach  them  diligently  to  your  children  and  shall  talk  of  them  when  you  sit  in  your 
house,  when  you  walk  by  the  way,  when  you  lie  down,  and  when  you  rise  up."' 

Like  a  lot  of  home  schoolers  at  Southeastern,  Jonathan  begins  his  school  day  with  a  30-minute  quiet 
time,  followed  by  a  30-minute  devotion  with  his  mother.  "This  is  the  most  important  part  of  Jonathan's 
day,"  says  Lanier.  Then  there's  spelling,  grammar,  composition,  penmanship,  math,  reading,  history, 
science,  German,  and  Bible. 

And  then  there  must  always  be  flexibility  for  those  unplanned  lessons.  "  ...  teaching  is  something 
that  happens  all  day  long  in  a  variety  of  places  and  in  a  plethora  of  ways,"  Patterson  writes.  "The  sensitive 
teacher  never  misses  the  opportunity,  knowing  that  he  may  save  a  life  if  he  is  effective." 

Edward  Buchanan,  professor  of  Christian  Education  at  Southeastern,  serves  as  faculty  advisor  for 
H.I  M  and  teaches  a  course  on  homeschooling.  Buchanan  encourages  parents  interested  in  homeschooling 
their  children  to  consider  the  personality  and  learning  style  of  their  children  as  well  as  the  time  and 
energy  required  to  home  school.  "Whatever  time  a  parent  thinks  homeschooling  will  require,  it  will 
require  at  least  twice  that  much  time,"  Buchanan  says. 

While  acknowledging  that  homeschooling  is  not  feasible  for  all  families,  Patterson  says  Christian 
families  should  not  dismiss  the  Mosaic  admonition  from  Deuteronomy  6:4-9.  In  his  essay,  Patterson 
writes:  "You  will  note  that  the  passage  is  not  actually  addressed  to  church,  state,  or  school,  but  to  parents 
and  grandparents.  The  first  insight  to  be  affirmed  here  is  that  parents  and  grandparents  are  the  first  and 
most  responsible  teaching  unit  in  the  plan  of  God." 

Sheri  Paris  contributed  to  this  article. 
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Alumnus  Profile   

Toby  Frost  packages  Gospel  to  reach  unchurched.  ^ 

By  Victor  Lee 

Junk  cars  are  scattered  about  100  feet  from  the  entrance.  The  building  has 
been  re-roofed,  freshly  painted  and  newly  caipeted,  but  as  churches  go, 
Paulding  County,  Georgia  residents  know  this  was  a  burned-out  motorcycle 
shop. 

It  was  hardly  the  way  to  attract  new  worshippers,  but  Toby  Frost  wasn't 
relying  on  the  building  to  draw  people.  It  was  1988,  and  Frost  had  left  a  well- 
established  church  in  Burgaw,  N.C.,  to  start  a  new  work  just  west  of  suburban 
Atlanta. 

"We  started  with  my  wife  and  me  and  five  other  people,  three  of  whom 
were  lost,"  says  Frost,  a  1982  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
alumnus  who  now  serves  as  Manager  of  Event  Evangelism  at  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

Two  weeks  meeting  at  the  Frosts'  apartment  were  followed  by  a  month  at  a  restaurant.  Finally,  the 
former  motorcycle  shop  had  been  secured  and  revamped.  "We  had  all  been  out  witnessing  for  weeks," 
Frost  says.  "In  our  first  service  we  had  1 17  people." 

Two  years  later,  Paulding  Baptist  Church  moved  into  a  $2.5  million  facility  in  Hiram,  Ga.  When 
Frost  left  to  join  the  Home  Mission  Board  (now  restructured  as  NAMB),  on  his  fifth-year  anniversary  at 
the  church,  more  than  300  had  been  baptized,  and  the  church  averaged  more  than  300  in  worship. 

ALUMNUS  PROFILE  continued  on  i>a,^e  IV 


WhY2k? 


"We  now  have  a  problem, 
but  the  problem  is  not  Y2K, 
the  problem  is  the  fear 
surrounding  Y2K." 


Computer  glitch  or  God's  judgment?  Time  will  tell. 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Less  than  six  months  away  from  the  much  dreaded  arrival  of  modern  technology's  larger-than- 
life  nemesis,  known  as  the  Millennium  Bug,  the  question  remains:  will  the  gloom  and  doom 
predictions  for  the  year  2000  computer  problem  become  a  harsh  reality  or  a  dark  cloud  without  rain? 

Media  reports  over  the  last  two  years  could  prove  to  be  a  double-edged  sword,  providing  the 
impetus  for  both  recovery  and  disaster.  It  appears  that  government  and  industry  leaders  have  finally 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  computerized  microchips  with  date-based  calculations  have  the  potential  to 
cause  a  national  catastrophic  meltdown  if  those  highly  critical  systems  are  not  made  Y2K  compliant 
by  Jan.  I,  2000. 

The 

Millennium  Bug 
was  created  about 
40  years  ago  when 
computer 
programmers  used 
two-digit  codes  to 
indicate  the  year 
instead  of  four 
digits  in  an  effort 
to  conserve  the 

computer's  storage  capacity.  With  the  year  2000,  non-Y2K  compliant  computers  will  read  the  year  as 
simply  00,  potentially  throwing  date-sensitive  programs  into  a  tailspin,  generating  mounds  of 
corrupt  data  and  propagating  it  over  countless  systems. 

Shaunti  Feldhahn,  founder  and  president  of  Joseph  Project  2000,  an  Atlanta-based  non-profit 
organization  devoted  to  Christian  Y2K  leadership,  says  Y2K  analysts  have  long  been  concerned 
about  Y2K's  impact  on  the  country's  interdependent  infrastructure  of  electricity, 
telecommunications,  transportation,  water,  banking,  and  finance.  For  example,  water  utilities 
depend  on  electricity  and  telecommunications  for  day-to-day  local  operations. 

"Even  small  disruptions  in  any  one  of  these  sectors  (infrastructures)  could  substantially  impact 
the  others  and  many  other  industries,"  Feldhahn  writes  in  her  May  issue  of  Countdown  y2K,  a 
monthly  newsletter  published  throughout  1999  by  Multnomah  Publishers,  Inc. 

Fear  vs.  Fact 

But  some  Y2K  skeptics  say  that  "sensational"  headlines  like  those  published  in  Newsweek  and 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  predicting  the  paralyzation  of  the  planet  by  "the  most  expensive  accident 
of  all  time"  could  result  in  societal  chaos  fueled  more  by  fear  than  widespread  electrical  blackouts. 

"We  now  have  a  problem,"  says  Steve  Hewitt,  editor-in-chief  of  Christian  Computing 
Magazine.  "But  the  problem  is  not  Y2K,  the  problem  is  the  fear  surrounding  Y2K." 

Throughout  1999,  Hewitt  has  traveled  the  country  trying  to  quell  the  fears  stirred  by  what  he 
describes  as  "over-sensationalized"  reporting. 

"There  are  a  number  of  myths,  fallacies  and  irresponsible  assertions  circulating  about  the  scope 
and  impact  of  the  year  2000  problem,  accompanied  by  a  significant  volume  of  misguided,  and  in  some 
cases,  frankly,  bad  advice,"  argues  Hewitt. 

Hewitt,  who  says  he  is  not  making  any  personal  preparations  for  a  potential  Y2K  disaster,  says 
television  sound-bites  and  newspaper  quotes  have  wreaked  havoc  on  the  American  psyche  since  early 
1998. 

He  predicts  the  Millennium  Bug  crisis  will  be  "nothing  more  than  a  bump  in  the  road."  "We  are 
going  to  have  glitches  we're  going  to  have  to  suffer  through,  but  it's  not  going  to  be  a  real  problem,"  he 
predicts. 
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resolved  within  24  hours. 

Other  warning  signs  have  also  proven  to  be  cloud 
started  their  fiscal  year  2000  from  February  through 

April  9  posed  potential  trouble  for  computers  bee 
sometimes  used  a  string  of  nines  to  represent  anything 
9  was  a  non-event. 


adaptations  already  in 
effect  with  computer- 
calculated  30-year  mortgages  and 
more  recently  the  advent  of  expiration 
dates  on  credit  cards  beyond  2000, 
Hewitt  says  businesses  have  been 
solving  Y2K  problems  for  many 
years.  Hewitt  says  airports  have  had 
contingency  plans  for  years  whereby 
they  revert  to  manual  graphs  to 
monitor  air  traffic  control  in  the  event 
their  computers  crash. 

"There  have  been  Y2K  problems 
being  solved  and  happening  all  the 
time,"  he  says.  "They're  immense, 
and  they're  everywhere,  and  they've 
been  getting  solved,  and  they're  going 
to  continue  to  be  solved,  but  of  all  the 
problems,  only  8  percent  are  actually 
supposed  to  happen  on  the  year 
2000." 

January  1,  1999  provided  an 
early  warning  date  for  potential  Y2K 
problems.  On  that  day,  some 
computers,  programs,  and  embedded 
chip  systems  that  project  a  year  ahead 
experienced  computer  malfunctions. 
For  example,  on  January  4, 
employees  at  a  New  York  insurance 
company  found  themselves 
electronically  locked  out  of  their 
building  on  the  first  business  day  of 
the  new  year. 

In  Hong  Kong,  at  midnight  on 
New  Year's  Eve,  the  harbormaster's 
computers,  which  track  the  shipping 
vessels  passing  each  other  in  the 
night,  froze  up  because  of  Y2K.  Also, 
a  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  computer 
system  that  manages  prescription 
drug  benefits  for  3.7  million  workers 
locked  up  Jan.  I,  denying  drugs  to 
>ver  the  next  20  hours, 
y  minor  inconveniences  that  were  usually 


s  without  rain,  as  businesses  and  governments  have 
ay  largely  without  incident, 
ause  it  was  the  99th  day  of  '99.  Programmers 
from  "terminate  program"  to  "infinity."  Again  April 
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WhY2k?  

Computer  glitch  or  God's  judgment?  Time  will  tell.  — ' 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Less  than  six  months  away  from  the  much  dreaded  arrival  of  modern  technoloav's  lamer-than- 
life  nemesis,  known  as  the  Millennium  Bug, 
predictions  for  the  year  2000  computer  prob 

Media  reports  over  the  last  two  years  cc 
impetus  for  both  recovery  and  disaster.  It  ap] 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  computerized  micr 
cause  a  national  catastrophic  meltdown  if  fh< 
by  Jan.  1,  2000. 

The 

Millennium  Bug 
was  created  about 

40  years  ago  when  ^ 
computer 
programmers  used 
two-digit  codes  to 
indicate  the  year 
instead  of  four 
digits  in  an  effort 
to  conserve  the 

computer's  storage  capacity.  With  the  year  2i 
simply  00,  potentially  throwing  date-sensitiv 
corrupt  data  and  propagating  it  over  counties 

Shaunti  Feldhahn,  founder  and  presides 
organization  devoted  to  Christian  Y2K  leade 
about  Y2K's  impact  on  the  country's  interde] 
telecommunications,  transportation,  water,  b; 
depend  on  electricity  and  telecommunication 

"Even  small  disruptions  in  any  one  of  tl 
the  others  and  many  other  industries,"'  Feldh; 
monthly  newsletter  published  throughout  19( 

Fear  vs.  Fact 

But  some  Y2K  skeptics  say  that  "sensat 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  predicting  the  paraly 
of  all  time"  could  result  in  societal  chaos  fue 

"We  now  have  a  problem,"  says  Steve  f 
Magazine.  "But  the  problem  is  not  Y2K,  the 

Throughout  1999,  Hewitt  has  traveled  tl 
describes  as  "over-sensationalized"  reporting 

"There  are  a  number  of  myths,  fallacies 
and  impact  of  the  year  2000  problem,  accom 
cases,  frankly,  bad  advice,"  argues  Hewitt. 

Hewitt,  who  says  he  is  not  making  any  personal  preparations  for  a  potential  Y2K  disaster,  says 
television  sound-bites  and  newspaper  quotes  have  wreaked  havoc  on  the  American  psyche  since  early 
1998. 

He  predicts  the  Millennium  Bug  crisis  will  be  "nothing  more  than  a  bump  in  the  road."  "We  are 
going  to  have  glitches  we're  going  to  have  to  suffer  through,  but  it's  not  going  to  be  a  real  problem,"  he 
predicts. 
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adaptations  already  in 
effect  with  computer- 
calculated  30-year  mortgages  and 
more  recently  the  advent  of  expiration 
dates  on  credit  cards  beyond  2000, 
Hewitt  says  businesses  have  been 
solving  Y2K  problems  for  many 
years.  Hewitt  says  airports  have  had 
contingency  plans  for  years  whereby 
they  revert  to  manual  graphs  to 
monitor  ah"  traffic  control  in  the  event 
their  computers  crash. 

"There  have  been  Y2K  problems 
being  solved  and  happening  all  the 
time,,,  he  says.  "They're  immense, 
and  they're  everywhere,  and  they've 
been  getting  solved,  and  they're  going 
to  continue  to  be  solved,  but  of  all  the 
problems,  only  8  percent  are  actually 
supposed  to  happen  on  the  year 
2000." 

January  1 ,  1 999  provided  an 
early  warning  date  for  potential  Y2K 
problems.  On  that  day,  some 
computers,  programs,  and  embedded 
chip  systems  that  project  a  year  ahead 
experienced  computer  malfunctions. 
For  example,  on  January  4, 
employees  at  a  New  York  insurance 
company  found  themselves 
electronically  locked  out  of  their 
building  on  the  first  business  day  of 
the  new  year. 

In  Hong  Kong,  at  midnight  on 
New  Year's  Eve,  the  harbormaster's 
computers,  which  track  the  shipping 
vessels  passing  each  other  in  the 
night,  froze  up  because  of  Y2K.  Also, 
a  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  computer 
system  that  manages  prescription 
drug  benefits  for  3.7  million  workers 
locked  up  Jan.  1,  denying  drugs  to 
>ver  the  next  20  hours, 
i  umy  minor  inconveniences  that  were  usually 


in  uav.il  casu,  iiuwlvli, 

resolved  within  24  hours. 

Other  warning  signs  have  also  proven  to  be  clouds  without  rain,  as  businesses  and  governments  have 
started  their  fiscal  year  2000  from  February  through  May  largely  without  incident. 

April  9  posed  potential  trouble  for  computers  because  it  was  the  99th  day  of  '99.  Programmers 
sometimes  used  a  string  of  nines  to  represent  anything  from  "terminate  program"  to  "infinity."  Again  April 
9  was  a  non-event. 
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Computer  glitch  or  God's  judgment?  Time  will  tell.  v  ^ 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Less  than  six  months  away  from  the  much  dreaded  arrival  of  modern  technok>2v's  lamer-than- 
life  nemesis,  known  as  the  Millennium  Bug, 
predictions  for  the  year  2000  computer  prob 

Media  reports  over  the  last  two  years  c( 
impetus  for  both  recovery  and  disaster.  It  ap] 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  computerized  micr 
cause  a  national  catastrophic  meltdown  if  tin 
by  Jan.  1,  2000. 


The 

Millennium  Bug 
was  created  about 
40  years  ago  when 
computer 
programmers  used 
two-digit  codes  to 
indicate  the  year 
instead  of  four 
digits  in  an  effort 


bi 


I 

V) 


2  H 

ft 
ts 


2! 
c 

a 
— 

n 

| 

3' 

p> 
to 
o 

zr. 

h 

~ 


rt  —  £L  tr1 
'  3  3 

a  3. 

p  o 

Hi 

£> 

H  < 

P  rt 

~  3 

n  3 

65 


C 

ore 


ft 
5 

3 

65 

3 


w 

m 

*  r 

m 


to  conserve  the 

computer's  storage  capacity.  With  the  year  2   

simply  00,  potentially  throwing  date-sensitiv  =- 

corrupt  data  and  propagating  it  over  counties  =~ 

Shaunti  Feldhahn,  founder  and  presiden  ^ 

organization  devoted  to  Christian  Y2K  leade  E- 

about  Y2K's  impact  on  the  country's  interde]  =_ 

telecommunications,  transportation,  water,  b;  =~ 

depend  on  electricity  and  telecommunicatior  EI 

"Even  small  disruptions  in  any  one  of  tl  E~ 

the  others  and  many  other  industries,"  Feldh;  =- 

monthly  newsletter  published  throughout  19(  = 

Fear  vs.  Fact  =~ 

But  some  Y2K  skeptics  say  that  "sensat  p 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  predicting  the  paraly  EI 
of  all  time"  could  result  in  societal  chaos  fue 

"We  now  have  a  problem,"  says  Steve  ? 
Magazine.  "But  the  problem  is  not  Y2K,  the 

Throughout  1999,  Hewitt  has  traveled  tl 
describes  as  "over-sensationalized"  reporting 

"There  are  a  number  of  myths,  fallacies 
and  impact  of  the  year  2000  problem,  accom 
cases,  frankly,  bad  advice,"  argues  Hewitt. 

Hewitt,  who  says  he  is  not  making  any  personal  preparations  for  a  potential  Y2K  disaster,  says 
television  sound-bites  and  newspaper  quotes  have  wreaked  havoc  on  the  American  psyche  since  early 
1998. 

He  predicts  the  Millennium  Bug  crisis  will  be  "nothing  more  than  a  bump  in  the  road."  "We  are 
going  to  have  glitches  we're  going  to  have  to  suffer  through,  but  it's  not  going  to  be  a  real  problem,"  he 
predicts. 
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Millennial 
Milestones 


July  1, 1999~) 

Forty-four  U.S.  states  begin  their  new 
fiscal  years.  Dates  beyond  January  1, 
2000  could  pose  problems  for  all  non- 
compliant  computer  systems. 


Sept.  9, 1999) 


Computers  could  encounter  the  infamous  "99"  problem. 
For  decades  computer  programmers  designated  the 
termination  of  a  program  by  entering  four  nines  in  a  row 
in  the  computer's  date  field  (9-9-99).  Many  programmers 
believe,  however,  that  this  will  not  prove  to  be  problem. 


Oct.  1, 1999~) 


Federal  Government  will  begin  its  fiscal  year.  Dates 
beyond  January  L,  2000  could  pose  problems  for  all 
non-compliant  computer  systems. 


r 


Jan.1,  2000~) 


adaptations  already  in 
effect  with  computer- 
calculated  30-year  mortgages  and 
more  recently  the  advent  of  expiration 
dates  on  credit  cards  beyond  2000, 
Hewitt  says  businesses  have  been 
solving  Y2K  problems  for  many 
years.  Hewitt  says  airports  have  had 
contingency  plans  for  years  whereby 
they  revert  to  manual  graphs  to 
monitor  air  traffic  control  in  the  event 
their  computers  crash. 

"There  have  been  Y2K  problems 
being  solved  and  happening  all  the 
time,"  he  says.  "They're  immense, 
and  they're  everywhere,  and  they've 
been  getting  solved,  and  they're  going 
to  continue  to  be  solved,  but  of  all  the 
problems,  only  8  percent  are  actually 
supposed  to  happen  on  the  year 
2000." 

January  L,  1999  provided  an 
early  warning  date  for  potential  Y2K 
problems.  On  that  day,  some 
computers,  programs,  and  embedded 
chip  systems  that  project  a  year  ahead 
experienced  computer  malfunctions. 
For  example,  on  January  4, 
employees  at  a  New  York  insurance 
company  found  themselves 
electronically  locked  out  of  their 
building  on  the  first  business  day  of 
the  new  year. 

In  Hong  Kong,  at  midnight  on 
New  Year's  Eve,  the  harbormaster's 
computers,  which  track  the  shipping 
vessels  passing  each  other  in  the 
night,  froze  up  because  of  Y2K.  Also, 
a  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  computer 
\fl  system  that  manages  prescription 

 '       drug  benefits  for  3.7  million  workers 

locked  up  Jan.  I,  denying  drugs  to 
more  than  96,500  members  at  47,000  pharmacies  nationwide  over  the  next  20  hours. 

In  each  case,  however,  Y2K-related  problems  brought  only  minor  inconveniences  that  were  usually 
resolved  within  24  hours. 

Other  warning  signs  have  also  proven  to  be  clouds  without  rain,  as  businesses  and  governments  have 
started  their  fiscal  year  2000  from  February  through  May  largely  without  incident. 

April  9  posed  potential  trouble  for  computers  because  it  was  the  99th  day  of  '99.  Programmers 
sometimes  used  a  string  of  nines  to  represent  anything  from  "terminate  program"  to  "infinity."  Again  April 
9  was  a  non-event. 

WHY2K".'  continued  on  next  page 


All  non-compliant  computer  systems  are  expected  to  fail 
or  generate  corrupt  data,  propagating  it  across  systems 
and  bringing  down  many  computers  that  are  compliant. 

r     Jan.  3,  2000  ) 

The  first  U.S.  business  day  of  the  new  year. 

The  clock  is  ticking. 


Oct.  I.  1999 


Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1 999 
1999 
1999 


Deadline  for  IRS  to  finish 
its  computer  coding. 

90  days  until  2000. 

60  days  until  2000. 

30  days  until  2000. 


"The  Millennium  Bug  is  kind  of  a  digital 
time-bomb  and  when  it  bites,  it's  going  to 
be  like  a  giant  hard  disc  failure.  It'll  affect 
every  microcomputer,  mainframe  computer 
and  imbedded  chip  system  on  earth 
unless  it's  repaired  or  replaced." 


1 


Digital  Time-Bomb  or  Bump  In  The  Road? 

Michael  S.  Hyatt,  author  of  a  New  York  Times  Bestseller  published  last  year  called,  The  Millennium 
Bug  —  How  to  Survive  the  Coming  Chaos,  is  cautiously  optimistic  at  best  about  reports  from  Y2K 
insiders  such  as  Microsoft®  Chairman  Bill  Gates. 

Speaking  in  February  at  the  World  Economic  Forum  in  Switzerland,  Gates  said  the  reality  of  the 
Y2K  problem  would  fall  "below  the  middle  of  the  panic  some  people  have  suggested." 

"Software  programmers  are  an  optimistic  lot,"  Hyatt  says.  "They  always  think  they  are  going  to 
finish  on  time  and  for  what  they  project  they  are  going  to  spend." 

Hyatt,  who  is  vice  president  of  Thomas  Nelson  Publishers,  cites  a  20-year  study  that  shows  only  16.2 
percent  of  all  software  development  projects  are  delivered  on  time. 

"The  same  people  that  they're  looking  to  solve  this  problem  are  the  same  people  that  brought  us  the 
problem,  you  know  —  this  group  of 
geniuses,"  Hyatt  says. 
"For  every  10  lines  of 
new  computer  code 
written,  a 
programmer  will 
introduce  about  one 
new  error  or  bug, 
experts  say.  So  even 
in  fixing  these 
systems,  they're 
introducing  new 
bugs,  and  the  only 
way  you  eradicate 
those  bugs  is  to  test, 
test,  test,  and  test  again." 

With  70  billion  embedded  computer  chip  systems  worldwide,  of  which  7  percent  are  date  sensitive, 
Hyatt  says  that  when  it  comes  to  testing  all  of  them,  "It's  an  impossible  task  in  the  time  remaining." 

"The  Millennium  Bug  is  kind  of  a  digital  time-bomb  and  when  it  bites,  it's  going  to  be  like  a  giant 
hard  disc  failure,"  says  Hyatt.  "It'll  affect  every  microcomputer,  mainframe  computer  and  imbedded  chip 
system  on  earth  unless  it's  repaired  or  replaced." 

Both  Feldhahn  and  Hyatt  agree  that  the  oil  and  gas  sector  is  one  of  the  most  vulnerable  sectors  to  the 
perils  of  Y2K.  With  one  million  miles  of  underground  pipelines  whose  many  embedded  chips  must  be 
checked  for  Y2K  compliance,  the  U.S.  fuel  supply  could  be  in  grave  danger.  Risks  are  compounded  by  the 
fact  that  30  percent  of  all  U.S.  oil  is  imported  from  countries  12  to  18  months  behind  the  U.S.  in  Y2K 
readiness. 

Feldhahn,  a  former  financial  analyst  for  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  and  author  of  Y2K  The  Millennium 
Bug  —  A  Balanced  Christian  Response,  says  state  and  local  government  agencies  as  well  as  some  federal 
agencies,  including  the  U.S.  Post  Office,  Health  Care  Finance  Agency,  Federal  Aviation  Administration, 
and  Departments  of  Energy  and  Defense,  still  pose  high  risks  of  disruption. 

As  for  the  Millennium  Bug's  implications  on  the  economy,  there  are  two  schools  of  thought.  Ed 
Yardeni  with  the  World  Bank  and  rated  the  top  economist  in  the  world  in  1997  by  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
and  The  New  York  Times,  predicts  a  70  percent  chance  of  a  global  economic  recession.  J. P.  Morgan 
Securities  believes  Y2K  will  be  "economically  unimportant." 

The  Senate  Special  Committee  on  the  Year  2000  Technology  Problem  states  in  its  March  report  that 
telecommunications  and  finance  sectors  should  be  in  good  shape  come  2000  while  "failure  of  some  part 
of  the  electric  industry's  system  is  likely,"  but  the  overall  power  grid  should  not  be  compromised. 

Causing  arguably  the  most  concern,  the  Senate  report  states  that  91 1 /emergency  services  "may  be 
seriously  disrupted  ...  unless  drastic  changes  are  made  soon." 

In  conclusion,  the  Senate  report  likens  the  Y2K  problem  to  a  "winter  storm,  with  the  implication  that 
similar  preparation  is  appropriate." 


In  his  book,  Hyatt,  who  has  testified  before  a  Congressional  committee,  suggests  three  possible 
scenarios: 

1 )  Isolated  electrical  brownouts,  lasting  from  two  weeks  to  two  months,  caused  by  isolated 
computer  systems  that  were  not  repaired  in  time.  Hyatt  says  electrical  brownouts  are  possible 
even  with  85  to  90  percent  of  all  computer  systems  repaired. 

2)  Widespread  electrical  blackouts,  lasting  from  four  months  to  three  years,  as  a  result  of  multiple 
simultaneous  system  failures  . 

3)  Societal  meltdown  differs  from  electrical  blackouts  by  degree  of  social  chaos.  This  could  last 
from  three  to  10  years. 

From  a  society  rooted  in  decades  of  social  Darwinism  and  moral  relativism  could  spring  forth  "fear 
and  panic  (that)  could  turn  to  terror,"  Hyatt  says.  "Let's  face  it,  you  and  I  don't  live  in  the  same  social 
context,  the  same  moral  context,  the  same  spiritual  context,  that  our  grandparents  lived  in  (during)  the 
Great  Depression." 

In  preparation  for  widespread  panic,  the  federal  government  has  made  $200  billion  available  to 
banks  in  anticipation  of  bank  runs  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  figure  is  up  from  $50  billion  reported  earlier 
this  year.  Currently  there  is  an  estimated  $518  billion  in  circulation. 

Further  social  chaos  is  anticipated  according  to  predictions  by  the  Scottsdale-based  Gartner  Research 
Group  which  estimates  that  legal  costs  from  Y2K  could  reach  $1  trillion,  and  thafs  in  addition  to  the 
$600  billion  estimated  cost  for  Y2K  repairs. 

While  some  Americans  have  dismissed  "Y2K  experts"  as  simply  opportunists  who  have  been 
"crying  wolf,"  others  have  adopted  a  survivalist  mentality,  storing  stock  piles  of  canned  goods  and  gallons 
of  water  in  anticipation  of  a  new  Dark  Age. 

A  Christian  perspective  on  Y2K 

So  how  is  a  Christian  supposed  to  prepare  for  Y2K?  While  opinions  in  the  Christian  community  vary 
greatly  about  the  extent  to  which  one  needs  to  go  to  be  ready,  all  agree  that  the  new  millennium  will  usher 
in  an  opportunity  for  Believers  to  point  others  toward  Christ's  redeeming  love. 

"Christians  may  have  an  incredible  opportunity  to  be  a  shining  city  on  a  hill  here  —  to  be  light,  to  be 
salt,"  Feldhahn  says.  "Jesus  said  salt  isn't  worth  anything  if  it  loses  its  saltiness.  Light  does  no  good  if  it's 
under  a  basket  somewhere." 

Larry  Burkett,  founder  and  CEO  of  Christian  Financial  Concepts,  says  Christians'  fears  should  be 
tempered  by  the  assurance  that  God  is  sovereign  and  in  control.  "God  will  somehow  use  Y2K  to 
accomplish  His  purpose  of  revealing  to  people  their  need  for  Jesus,"  says  Burkett.  "After  all,  God  doesn't 
want  'anyone  to  perish  but  everyone  to  come  to  repentance,'  "  (2  Peter  3:9). 

Henry  T.  Blackaby,  author  of  Experiencing  God,  says  Christians  should  "seriously  question  whether 
the  Y2K  computer  glitch  may  be  a  judgment  of  God.  Is  God  using  this  to  drive  His  people  and  the  nation 
back  to  Himself?" 

Feldhahn  and  Hyatt  both  agree  that  God  may  be  using  Y2K  to  call  Christians  to  repentance.  "The 
Christian  leaders  I've  interviewed  have  emphasized  that  God  is  a  jealous  God,"  says  Feldhahn.  "He  will 
not  let  our  hearts  go  astray  without  doing  something  to  pull  us  back,  to  focus  our  eyes  back  on  Him." 

Hyatt  says  further,  "If  there  is  one  god  that  has  reigned  supreme  in  the  modern  pantheon  of  gods,  it's 
the  god  of  science  and  technology,  and  let's  face  it  Christians,  we've  worshiped  the  shrine.  We  thought 
that  science  was  going  to  bring  us  everything.  ...  I  think  God  is  shaking  the  foundations  so  that  we  can  see 
once  again  where  our  true  dependencies  lie,  and  we're  not  dependent  on  these  technologies  to  the  extent 
that  we're  dependent  on  God,  and  we  better  understand  the  difference  as  Christians." 


Y2K  Websites 


www.ronblue.com 

www.michaelhyatt.com 

www.yardeni.com 

www.y2kprayershield.com 

www.cbn.org/y2k 


www.y2knews.com 

www.house.gov/reform/gmit/y2k/ 

www.senate.gov/~y2k/index.html 

www.y2kwomen.com 

www.year2000.com 


www.josephproject2000.org 

www.cfcministry.org 

www.christiancomputing.com 


PERSECUTION  Continued  from  Page  4 

On  the  fourth  night  of  the  conference,  about  100  radical  Hindus,  armed  with  chains  and  sticks, 
attacked  nearly  150  Christians  while  they  were  sleeping  in  a  school  building  rented  to  house  conference 
attendees. 

Forty  people  were  reported  beaten  in  the  attack  and  seven  people  were  seriously  injured.  Following 
the  attack,  the  Southeastern  team  was  held  in  a  hotel  under  tight  security  and  prohibited  from  attending 
the  final  three  days  of  the  conference,  because  of  fear  that  Americans  would  be  targets  of  violence. 

Martyrs'  blood  seeds  church  growth 

The  attack,  however,  did  not  quench  the  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
More  than  80  people  committed  their  lives  to  Christ  following  the 
incident,  bringing  the  total  professions  of  faith  during  the  conference 
to  180. 

Mathews  reports  that  on  the  final  day  of  the  conference  many  of 
those  who  had  been  beaten  returned  in  wheelchairs,  wearing  casts  and 
hobbling  on  crutches,  all  the  while  praising  Jesus  (that)  they  had  been 
counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  Christ's  sake. 

"After  the  attack,  there  was  so  much  jubilation  in  the  midst  of 
persecution  (including)  shouting,  (and)  clapping  of  hands,  yet  in  America, 
we  reserve  all  our  energies  for  a  ball 


"After  the  attack,  there  was  so  much 
jubilation  in  the  midst  of  persecution 
(including)  shouting,  (and)  clapping  of 
hands,  yet  in  America,  we  reserve  all 
our  energies  for  a  ball  game." 


game,"  says  Mathews. 

Citing  Tertullian's  observation  ' 
in  the  second  century  that,  "The 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of 
the  Church,"  Bennett,  the  seminary's 
chaplain,  says  Christians  should 
expect  to  be  persecuted. 

"Persons  who  are  persecuted 
for  the  name  of  Christ  should  rejoice 
exceedingly,"  he  says.  "Jesus  was 
the  first  one  to  pronounce  a  special  benediction  upon 
those  who  suffer  for  righteousness'  sake." 

Bennett  says  a  report  he  received  from  a  Baptist  leader  in  Romania  illustrates  how  God  uses 
persecution  for  His  glory  through  the  advancement  of  His  church.  "Our  churches  in  Romania  have  grown 
much  weaker  since  communist  persecution  has  ceased,"  the  Romanian  Baptist  told  Bennett. 

Persecution  on  the  rise  in  India 

India  has  a  long  history  of  deadly  clashes  between  its  Hindu  majority  and  sizable  Muslim  minority 
factions.  But  in  the  past  year,  attacks  on  Christians  have  increased  dramatically  even  though  they  make  up 
only  2.3  percent  of  the  nation's  960  million  people.  The  number  of  attacks  on  Christians  reported  to  police 
has  risen  from  seven  in  1996  to  more  than  120  last  year. 

Recent  reports  of  Christian  persecution  in  India  include  an  incident  in  which  Hindu  activists 
exhumed  a  Christian's  body  in  Mathews'  home  state  of  Gujurat  where  35  churches  were  burned  between 
Christmas  Day  and  Jan.  4,  1999. 

One  of  the  worst  incidents  reported  was  the  gang  rape  of  four  nuns  in  September  1998  in  Madhya 
Pradesh  along  with  the  rape  of  another  nun  in  Mayurbhanj. 

Attacks  began  to  increase  following  the  radical  Hindu  Bharatiya  Janata  Party's  (BJP)  ascension  to 
national  power  a  year  ago,  but  the  government  reportedly  collapsed  in  mid- April,  due  in  part  to  the 
violence  against  Christian  minorities. 

The  former  government  claimed  the  prime  minister  of  India  as  a  member  and  promised  to  make 
India  a  world  power  by  uniting  its  people  under  Hinduism  and  developing  nuclear  arms. 

The  collapse  occurred  on  April  17,  the  same  day  that  79,000  Catholic  and  Protestant  congregations 
were  participating  in  a  day  of  prayer  and  fasting  for  global  peace. 


Prayer  and  politics  for  the  persecuted 

Believing  in  the  power  of  prayer,  the  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  urging  all  Christians  to  participate  in  the  International  Day  of  Prayer  for  the 
Persecuted  Church  scheduled  November  1 4. 

Last  year,  nearly  100,000  churches  nationally  joined  Christians  in  more  than  130  countries 
participating  in  the  International  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Persecuted  Church.  The  event  received  national 
exposure  on  major  media  networks  such  as  CNN  Headline  News,  National  Public  Radio,  USA  Radio 
Network,  and  major  daily  newspapers  such  as  the  New  York  Times  and  Los  Angeles  Times. 


Christian  Persecution 
Advocacy  Agencies 


\<  Sii«NCe 


Advocates  International 

Phone:  703-764-00 1 1 

Web  site:  www.udvocutesintemational.org 

Christian  Solidarity  International 

Phone:  888-3 1 3-4468 
Web  site:  www.csi-int.ch 

Christian  Solidarity  Worldwide — USA 

Phone:  307-235-0608 
Web  site:  www.cswusa.com 

Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  The  SBC 

Phone:  615-244-2495 
Web  site:  www.erlc.com 


Jubilee  Campaign 

Phone:  703-503-0791 

Web  site:  www.tidulwave.net/~justlaw/ 

Open  Doors  with  Brother  Andrew 

Phone:  949-752-6600 

Web  site:  www.opendoorsusa.org 

The  Voice  of  the  Martyrs 

Phone:  918-337-8015 

Web  site:  www.persecution.com 

World  Evangelical  Fellowship 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
Phone:  630-668-0440 
Web  site:  www.worldevangelical.org 


"Southern  Baptists  and  other  evangelicals  are  awakening  to  the  plight  of  their  persecuted  brothers 
and  sisters  overseas,"  says  ERLC  President  Richard  Land.  "All  across  America,  Christians  are  committing 
to  pray  for  persecuted  Christians,  to  raise  awareness  of  their  plight,  and  to  insist  that  our  government 
adopt  a  policy  of  opposition  to  such  atrocities." 

Following  a  long  and  often  contentious  struggle  to  adopt  a  measure  intended  to  alleviate  the 
persecution  of  religious  adherents  in  foreign  countries,  the  United  States  Congress  unanimously  passed 
legislation  Oct.  9,  1998,  which  grants  the  president  authority  to  issue  sanctions  against  countries  that 
violate  their  citizens'  freedom  of  religion. 

President  Bill  Clinton  signed  the  bill,  called  The  Internationa]  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1998.  The 
bill  was  signed  into  law  on  October  9  without  ceremony. 

Religious  freedom  advocates  hope  The  International  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1998  will  heighten 
the  U.S.'s  responsibility  in  defending  the  religious  freedom  of  not  only  native  peoples,  but  also  U.S. 
citizens  traveling  and  working  abroad. 

Congress  finally  approved  funding  seven  months  later  on  May  20  for  a  10-member  commission 
established  to  report  annually  on  countries  guilty  of  committing  or  permitting  violations  of  religious 
liberty. 

The  president  is  required  to  respond  to  a  report  due  May  1  of  each  year,  but  he  has  options  ranging 
from  diplomatic  protest  to  economic  sanctions  as  measures  for  dealing  with  offending  governments. 

Will  Dodson,  public  policy  director  for  the  ERLC  and  a  master  of  divinity  student  at  Southeastern, 
said  that  while  the  president  likes  to  take  credit  publicly  for  the  legislation,  his  lack  of  eagerness  to 
appoint  commission  members  and  allocate  funding  tells  a  different  story. 

Regardless  of  the  president's  position,  Dodson  says,  the  International  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1998 
"can  do  nothing  but  good  because,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  congressional  action  which  requires  the  U.S. 
Government  to  take  action  based  upon  the  level  of  persecution  which  may  exist  in  certain  countries." 

Greg  Carpenter  contributed  to  this  article. 
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work  of  God  to  be  beckoning  them  in  a  way  they  cannot  resist.  But  when  they  arrive,  they  know  nothing 

;  deep  Oh,  everyone  knows  about  sharks,  but  almost  no  one  has  ever 
heard  of  the  deadly  scorpion  or  lion  fish,  and  few  realize  that  some  of  the  most  deadly  snakes  in  the  world 
are  sea  snakes.  This  is  to  say  nothing  of  the  dangers  presented  by  failure  of  your  own  equipment  or  by 
passing  boats  on  the  surface,  etc.,  ad  infinitum.  Those  of  us  who  serve  as  instructors  in  a  theological 
institution  have  the  responsibility  not  only  of  talking  about  the  beauties  of  the  depths  of  God's  Word,  but 
also  of  taking  the  students  on  their  initial  descents  into  those  mysteries,  guiding  them  through  those 
waters,  and  preparing  them  for  ministry  in  climates  that  are  often  hostile.  In  a  certain  sense,  teachers 
anywhere  have  a  good  occupation,  but  I  must  tell  you  that  the  teacher  in  the  theological  institution  has  the 
greatest  assignment  in  all  of  life.  Others  never  get  to  see  the  beauties  of  the  depths  we  see  on  a  regular 
basis,  nor  do  they  have  the  joys  of  watching  their  students  become  gifted  ministers  and  interpreters  of  that 
depth. 

Meantime,  some  experiments  in  education  are  proving  wonderfully  rewarding.  For  example,  the 
M.Div.  in  Women's  Studies,  inaugurated  this  fall  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  is  already 
off  to  a  wonderful  start.  About  12  young  women  are  majoring  in  that  program,  and  an  average  of  20  have 
enrolled  in  the  classes  offered  to  this  point,  with  every  indication  that  these  numbers  will  grow 
considerably  next  fall  once  we  have  been  able  to  do  some  public  relations  with  regard  to  the  availability  of 
the  program.  People  often  have  interesting  questions  about  this  program.  Some  ask,  "Are  all  women 
forced  into  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree  in  Women  Studies?"  The  answer  is  no.  Women  may  study 
whatever  they  wish  at  Southeastern  Seminary.  However,  we  have  become  unalterably  convinced  that  there 
is  a  new  opportunity  developing  for  young  women  who  want  to  teach  the  Bible  to  other  women. 
Women's  Bible  study  groups  are  probably  the  fastest  growing  single  entity  all  over  the  nation.  Too  often 
the  women  who  teach  those  studies  are  more  well-intentioned  than  well-trained.  The  object  of  the 
women's  studies  program  is  to  prepare  women  to  teach  Bible,  theology,  and  related  studies  to  other 
women  in  the  local  church  and  other  settings,  as  well  as  to  challenge  them  to  share  the  Gospel.  Initial 
reaction  to  the  program  is  even  more  enthusiastic  than  we  had  expected. 

With  this  brief  report,  you  can  understand  why  I  compare  the  seminary  life  to  a  dive  along  the  Great 
Barrier  Reef.  The  colors  are  resplendent,  the  dangers  real,  the  adventure  incomparable,  and  the  handiwork 
of  God  exhibited  everywhere.  Pray  for  us  as  we  make  our  dive.  „ — — >   — , 
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This  CD  includes  a  broad  variety  of  music  styles 
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"The  primary  way  I  have  learned 
to  cope  with  my  limitations  is  by 
depending  totally  on  God.  Through 
all  the  years,  I've  never  known  Him 
to  let  me  down.  I've  never  known 
Him  to  turn  away  from  me  when 

I  needed  Him." 


Logan  Carson  lives  by  faith,  not  sight.  ^  

By  Bill  Curtis 

He  is  a  picture  of  vitality  and  life.  His  robust  voice  can  be  heard  reverberating  through  the  halls 
outside  his  classroom  as  he  lectures  on  theology,  shouting  "That's  the  point!"  as  he  sits  in  chapel  service, 
or  laughing  with  students  as  he  walks  across  campus.  He  is  a  gifted  and  successful  communicator,  teacher, 
preacher,  and  writer.  And  he  is  blind!  R.  Logan  Carson  is  an  inspiration  to  all.  He  is  a  man  who  carries  out 
his  various  responsibilities  with  ease  and  grace.  But  things  have  not  always  come  so  easily  for  this 
respected  professor. 

Bom  blind  in  rural  North  Carolina,  young  Carson  had  numerous  challenges  to  face.  The  second  of 
three  sons,  his  handicap  prevented  him  from  experiencing  many  of  the  things  most  boys  take  for  granted, 
and  he  had  to  face  the  stigma  associated  with  his  blindness.  His  family  life  was  a  struggle  as  well.  Unable 
to  cope  with  his  handicap,  Carson's  mother  was  unwilling  to  give  him  the  love  he  so  desperately  wanted. 
And  to  top  things  off,  he  was  continuously  assaulted  by  worldly  influences  from  the  community.  The 
combination  of  these  factors  would  have  overwhelmed  many  people,  but  not  Carson.  "I  am  grateful  to  the 

people  who  saw  possibilities  in  me 
and  encouraged  me.  Instead  of  the 
hostility  which  could  have 
developed  in  me  because  my 
family  didn't  love  me,  I  learned  to 
develop  love." 

One  day  when  he  was  seven 
years  old,  some  neighborhood  girls 
invited  him  to  go  to  Sunday 
School.  Soon  Carson  began  to 
thrive  in  that  environment. 

"I  went  and  sat  on  the  front 
row  and  just  lapped  up  every  word 
the  preacher  said.  Church  became 
my  outlet.  I  would  go  to  church  on  Sunday  morning  and  hang  around  the 
church  all  day."  He  credits  those  early  days  in  Sunday  School  and  church 
for  giving  him  a  proper  perspective  on  life.  "My  Sunday  School  teachers 
taught  me  not  to  hate;  they  kept  me  from  growing  up  bitter." 

Carson  developed  an  ongoing  fascination  with  the  Bible  during  those 
early  days  in  Sunday  School.  One  day,  while  attending  the  North  Carolina 
State  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  in  Raleigh,  he  wandered  into  another 
student's  room  and  found  a  Bible.  He  begged  the  student  to  let  him  borrow  it,  and  soon  he  was  spending 
most  of  his  spare  time  reading  it.  By  the  time  he  was  13.  he  had  spent  hours  in  Bible  study.  "I  got  so  I  was 
good  at  it.  I  knew  what  was  in  the  Bible.  I  could  go  to  Sunday  School  and  stump  my  Sunday  School 
teachers,"  he  recalls  with  a  laugh. 

Carson  continued  to  study  the  Bible  and  stump  his  teachers.  One  day,  when  he  was  15,  he  was 
invited  to  attend  another  church.  After  the  morning  service,  he  met  with  the  pastor,  and  the  pastor  began  to 
ask  him  all  kinds  of  questions  about  the  Bible.  True  to  form,  he  was  able  to  answer  them  all.  Finally,  the 
pastor  asked  him  a  question  he  could  not  answer.  "He  asked  me  if  I  was  a  Christian,  and  I  told  him  no. 
When  he  asked  me  why,  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  know  how  to  become  one.  I  guess,  because  of  my  Bible 
knowledge,  everybody  assumed  I  was  a  Christian."  On  that  day,  Carson  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his 
personal  Savior  and  Lord. 

Carson  had  always  hoped  to  become  a  constitutional  lawyer,  but  as  he  studied  at  Shaw  University,  he 
could  not  escape  the  feeling  that  God  might  be  calling  him  into  vocational  Christian  service.  "I  remember 
asking  my  college  roommates  to  pray  for  me,  because  I  was  feeling  a  call  from  God,  and  I  didn't  want  to 
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become  a  minister."  The  next  day,  however,  while  listening  to  the  song  "Jesus  Calls  for  Workers,"  Carson 
fell  to  his  knees  and  accepted  God's  call  to  the  ministry. 

During  his  junior  year  of  college,  he  felt  God  calling  him  into  the  vocation  of  teaching.  "God  began 
to  convict  me  about  who  would  be  the  next  generation  of  teachers."  With  that  new  focus,  Carson 
completed  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Shaw  University,  and  he  went  on  to  earn  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity, 
Master  of  Theology,  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees.  Over  the  years,  Carson  has  been  a  missionary 
teacher  in  Northeastern  Nigeria  and  taught  at  Montclair  State  College,  Gardner- Webb  University,  and 
most  recently  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Carson  has  been  an  inspiration  to  many  people  over  the  years,  and  he  offers  this  advice  to  those 
who,  like  him,  struggle  with  physical  adversity: 

Never  blame  your  failures  on  your  limitations.  "I'll  never  forget  what  one  of  my  high  school 
teachers  said  one  day.  She  said,  'Be  blind,  but  stop  acting  blind.'  It  caught  me  off  guard  and  made  me 
mad  at  first.  But  I  knew  what  she  was  saying.  Stop  walking  with  your  head  down  and  with  your  hand 
held  out.  Stop  dropping  food  on  your  clothes  and  saying,  'I  can't  help  it,  I'm  blind.'  I  took  her  advice.  I 
never  said  a  word,  but  I  began  to  change,  and  it  made  a  tremendous  difference  in  my  life." 

Never  listen  to  those  who  think  you  cannot  succeed.  "I  had  a  stubborn  streak  in  high  school,  and  I 
suppose  I  still  have  it.  When  someone  told  me  I  couldn't  do  something,  I  was  determined  to  prove  him 
wrong.  When  I  entered  Shaw  University  and  heard  other  students  say  I  wouldn't  make  it,  I  knew  that  I 
could.  After  seminary,  some  of  my  friends  said,  'You'll  never  be  able  to  pastor.'  Well,  I've  had  three 
pastorates  in  the  last  20  years,  and  they've  been  quite  successful.  When  someone  tells  you  that  you  can't 
do  something,  let  that  be  the  motivation  that  drives  you  forward." 

Learn  to  he  content  with  how  God  made  you.  "When  I  was  a  teenager,  I  always  hoped  that  one  day 
I  would  receive  my  physical  sight.  When  I  was  21, 1  went  to  a  specialist  who  told  me  there  was  nothing 
he  could  do  to  help  my  eyes.  When  he  told  me,  the  strangest  peace  came  over  me.  I  have  learned  to  like 
the  person  God  is  making  of  me.  Jesus  continually  reminds  me,  'You're  worthy  because  I  paid  the  price 
for  you.' " 

Always  depend  on  God.  "The  primary  way  I  have  learned  to  cope  with  my  limitations  is  by 
depending  totally  on  God.  Through  all  the  years,  I've  never  known  Him  to  let  me  down.  I've  never  known 
Him  to  turn  away  from  me  when  I  needed  Him.  God  has  told  me  that  if  I  will  just  submit  to  His  will,  I 
will  truly  experience  spiritual  peace.  If  you  will  put  your  trust  in  Jesus  Christ,  you  will  be  totally  amazed 
at  the  changes  He  will  make  in  your  life." 

Curtis,  a  Ph.D.  student  at  Southeastern,  is  adjunctive  instructor  of  preaching  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  College  and  pastor  of  Braggtown  Baptist  Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina. 

This  article  was  first  published  in  Special  Education  Today. 
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Dr.  N.  Allan  Moseley,  dean  of  students  and  vice  president  for  student  services,  looks 
at  the  biblical  worldview  and  how  it  fits  in  with  all  aspects  of  our  life  and  culture.  Some 
of  his  topics  include:  Christians,  God  and  government;  homosexuality  and  the  Christian 
worldview;  when  Jesus  is  not  politically  correct;  the  myth  of  disposable  people;  and 
many  others. 
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Dr.  Wayne  McDill,  professor  of  preaching,  draws  on  35  years  of  experience  as  a  preacher 
and  homiletics  professor  in  this  guide  to  effective  sermon  delivery.  Published  by  Broadman  & 
Holman,  this  128-page  paper  back  book,  due  out  in  July,  includes  studies  on  communication 
theory,  vocal  production,  audience  analysis,  non-verbal  communication,  and  extemporaneous 
speech. 


Andreas  J.  Kostenberger,  associate  professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek,  has  been  named  editor  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Evangelical  Theological  Society. 
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"Even  though  I'm  in  event  evangelism,  I  preach  more  on  what  events  can't  do  as  what  they  can  do," 
Frost  says.  "Our  church  grew  because  we  had  an  undying  faith  in  the  power  of  the  Gospel.  Romans  1:16 
( 'For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  to  salvation  for  everyone  who 
believes  ...')  was  our  cornerstone  verse." 

The  experience  at  Paulding  Baptist  communicates  Frost's  heart  for  reaching  people  through  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  and  encouraging  others  to  do  the  same. 

"Even  though  I  believe  in  having  as  relevant  a  package  as  possible,  no  strategy  or  material  leads 
people  to  Christ  and  transforms  people  —  only  God  does,"  Frost  says. 

Frost  now  oversees  Celebrate  Jesus  2000  and  the  development  of  the  new  National  Response  Center 
for  Evangelism.  He  is  a  published  writer  and  songwriter,  authoring  The  Evangelistic  Block  Party  manual, 
the  More  Than  Gold  interactive 
evangelistic  pocket  guide  used  at  the 
1996  Olympics,  and  the  popular  Split 
Time  evangelistic  tract,  as  well  as 
numerous  other  articles  and  manuals. 

Frost,  42,  lives  in  Marietta,  Ga., 
with  his  wife,  Susan,  and  children 
Taylor,  Perry  and  Roddey.  The  Frosts  are 
members  of  Eastside  Baptist  Church  in 
Marietta,  Ga.,  where  current  SEBTS 
Alumni  President  Gerald  Harris  is 
pastor.  Harris  is  also  president  of  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Convention. 

Susan  is  director  of  Women's  Ministries  at  Eastside,  as  well  as  director  of  the  FAITH  evangelism 
ministry.  She  is  also  a  popular  speaker  and  writer. 

Much  of  Frost's  understanding  of  how  to  reach  the  lost  stems  from  his  days  as  a  student  at 
Southeastern,  when  he  served  as  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Long  Leaf  Baptist  Church  in  Wilmington, 
N.C.,  where  Johnny  Hunt,  another  SEBTS  alumnus,  served  as  pastor.  Hunt  now  pastors  the  renowned 
Woodstock  Baptist  Church  in  Woodstock,  Ga. 

"The  three  years  I  served  with  Johnny  Hunt  were  much  more  valuable  than  any  three  years  I  could 
have  spent  at  any  seminary,"  Frost  says,  noting  that  evangelism  and  the  biblical  languages  were  not 
required  classes,  as  they  are  now,  to  receive  a  master  of  divinity  at  Southeastern.  Frost,  however,  took 
courses  in  Hebrew,  Greek  and  evangelism  before  graduating  with  a  master  of  divinity  with  languages. 

"Now  I  see  some  of  the  principles  and  passion  I  learned  under  Johnny  Hunt  being  reflected  by 
Southeastern  Seminary,  and  that  is  a  miracle  of  biblical  proportions,"  says  Frost.  "We're  talking  Red  Sea, 
handwriting  on  the  wall,  Southeastern  Seminary! 

"Southeastern  has  a  heart  hot  for  evangelism  now.  It  believes  in  direct  evangelism.  I'm  talking  about 
the  kind  of  evangelism  that  meets  people  at  the  point  of  their  need  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  pure,  unadulterated  Gospel  is  what  Frost  is  trying  to  deliver  through  the  events  and  methods  he 
produces,  always  mindful  to  stress  that  the  power  is  in  the  Word. 

As  Manager  of  Event  Evangelism  at  NAMB,  Frost  stresses  changing  the  packaging  to  meet  the 
culture  without  altering  the  content  —  the  message  of  salvation  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  alone. 

In  delivering  the  Gospel  package  to  the  world,  Frost  recommends  using  the  A-B-C  method: 

"A"  stands  for  "attraction."  Plan  an  event  or  provide  a  service  that  will  attract  the  unchurched. 

"B"  stands  for  "bridge."  Provide  a  non-threatening,  relational  bridge  for  sharing  Jesus.  This  could  be 
a  meal,  special  music,  group-building  fellowship  activities,  an  evangelistic  film,  or  any  number  of  other 
elements  to  bring  people  together  to  hear  the  message  of  Christ. 

"C"  stands  for  "communicate  the  Gospel."  The  Gospel  must  be  clearly  and  convincingly  expressed 
to  your  audience. 

And  for  Frost,  equipping  Christians  to  share  the  Gospel  is  what  ministry  is  all  about. 

For  more  information  about  "Event  Evangelism"  materials  produced  by  NAMB  call  770-410-6311. 


"Even  though  I  believe 
in  having  as  relevant  a  package 
as  possible,  no  strategy  or  material 
leads  people  to  Christ  and  transforms 
people  —  only  God  does." 
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Call  919-863-8317  for  more  information. 
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